
Livestock Checking Volunteer 

 Role Description 

 

 
About the Lancashire Wildlife Trust 

We are part of the Wildlife Trusts movement, the UK's leading conservation charity dedicated 
to all wildlife. We are your local charity, working hard to improve your local area for wildlife 
and for you. 

The Trust manages over 2,000 acres of some of the region's most precious wild places in the 
form of 37 nature reserves and 20 Local Nature Reserves. These provide places where wildlife 
can thrive and people can relax and enjoy the wealth of our natural heritage. 

What is a Livestock Checking Volunteer? 
 

Each of our Livestock Checkers visit the site once a week for between 30 minutes to 2 hours, 
depending on the site, to check the health and welfare of the livestock grazing at that site. 
They will learn how to behave around livestock and what signs to be aware of to ensure they 
are grazing in a safe environment. 
 

What’s in it for you? 
 

• The opportunity to volunteer independently and with the support of the Conservation 
Grazing Officer learn about animal husbandry. 

• The opportunity to learn about the relationship between grazing livestock and the 
wildlife and how they benefit each other. 

• The opportunity to take part in occasional scheduled guided walks lead by the Reserves 
Manager. 

• Working with others to enhance your skills and knowledge. 

• Gain valuable experience working with an Environmental Organisation. 
 

 What’s involved? 
 

• The main task for volunteers will be to check the livestock each week, either through 
binoculars or when possible by approaching the herd or flock.   

• Volunteers will also support the Conservation Grazing Officer by checking fence lines 
and fields for any hazards, such as litter.  

• There may be instances when the livestock are required to be gathered into handling 
pens for treatment and help can be needed to gather in. 

• Becoming familiar with and then following The Lancashire Wildlife Trust’s Health and 
Safety Policy at all times. 
 
 



This role will suit people who; 

 

• Enjoy being outdoors in all weathers. 

• Are calm and reliable. 

• Live near to a site. 

• Are available to complete checks between 8am and 6pm on the same day each week. 

• Are comfortable around livestock. 

 
Extra information 
 

Your place 
 

Locations vary: Please see advert for location. 

Time commitment 1-2hrs per week 

Volunteer coordinator 
 

Catherine Haddon 
chaddon@lancswt.org.uk 
01772 318374 

Project Officer Contact Lucy O’Reilly 
loreilly@lancswt.org.uk  
07871 987248 

Training/Resources 
 

LWT Volunteer Induction 
Livestock Checkers Course 
Access to the Volunteer Learning Opportunities 
Health and Safety training relevant to the role 
Eligible to apply for internal vacancies (once induction has been 
completed) 

Expenses Out-of-pocket travel costs between home and volunteering place can be 
paid up to a maximum of £8 per day, and other reasonable expenses 
agreed in advance. 

 
 

This role is purely voluntary and this arrangement is not meant to be a legally 
binding one or an employment contract. 
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