Mr D Rawsthorne,

Development Division

Wigan Council, 

Environmental Services Department, 

Civic Buildings, New Market Street, 

Wigan,  WN1 1RP

Dear Mr Rawsthorne,

Application by William Sinclairs to continue extracting Peat from Chat Moss

Application numbers A/10/74592 and A/10/74593


I am writing to register an objection to the above Planning Applications which comprise an application to continue extracting peat at Chat Moss near Irlam.

The reasons for my objection are as follows:

1) Peat bogs are an increasingly rare habitat which are really good for a whole variety of wildlife like water voles, dragonflies, moths and butterflies.  We should be caring for them and conserving them, not digging them up.

2) Peat bogs store carbon, thus helping to combat climate change whereas peat extraction releases large amounts of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, thus contributing to global warming.  We should not allow activities that are bad for global warming to continue when there are viable alternatives.

3) Peat extraction is unnecessary because there are now excellent alternatives to peat based composts available.  We should be promoting these alternatives, not perpetuating the use of peat.  Organisations like the National Trust, the Royal Horticultural Society and Kew Gardens all stopped using peat years ago

In summary, I believe that this development is unnecessary, and would be extremely damaging to the environment.   I urge the Council to reject the application and to insist on full restoration of the current site to peat bog. 

Yours sincerely

XXX

